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Cultural Encounters: Key Moments in the Making of Jewish-American
Identity

This course will explore the participation - and varied modes of representation - of Jews
in American popular culture, against the backdrop of the historic changes undergone by
American Jewry throughout the 20" century. Our point of departure is that Jewish
cultural institutions, as well as the imagery and representation of Jews in various areas of
culture, played a significant role in the making of a collective Jewish identity. In the first
semester, we will touch on influential institutions such as Yiddish theatre and Yiddish
press, images of Jews in Hollywood and high literature, Jews in American sports, and
more. In the second semester, we will focus on the intercultural relations between
American Jewry and Israel, and discuss how Israel has been portrayed for the (Jewish-
)American audience through its cultural representations. At the same time, we will study
the ways in which these images played a part in shaping the identity of American Jews,

and were adjusted for American Jewry’s internal needs.
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