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Avi Steinberg

Director of the Israel Experience Educational Tourism Division for English Speaking Countries.
Avi was born and raised in the Jewish community of Dublin, Ireland, until the age of eight,
whereupon he immigrated to Israel with his family. After completing his service in the Israel
Defense Forces, Avi earned his B.A in Education and Political Science, and went on to specialize
in Informal Education.

He assumed various management positions in youth villages throughout Israel and directed an
educational leadership program in the Ministry of Education. Avi served as a regional education
emissary for Scandinavia, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland, while based in Sweden, on
behalf of the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Avi worked as Director of Education at Masa Israel. He established and managed various
programs for young Jewish adults from the Diaspora, took an active role in writing MASA's
educational doctrine and was responsible for running training and enrichment programs for Masa
Program Directors.

Avi is a graduate of the Gvanim program, on behalf of the San Francisco Jewish Federation,
which promotes Jewish pluralism in Israel, as well as a graduate of M2, the Institute for
Experiential Jewish Education Senior Educators Cohort. Avi also completed a year of Jewish
studies at the Schechter Institute.

Auvi lives with his wife and three daughters in Kfar Adumim.
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Ortal

Grew up in Rosh Ha’ayin and today lives in Tel Aviv.

She works at the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration, at the Student Authority as the Head of Pre-
Aliyah and Hasbara- English. She served the IDF in the Liaison and Foreign Relations Division
at the Taba crossing near Eilat. In this capacity, she worked with liaisons of the Jordanian and
Egyptian armies. Later, she served in the International Intelligence Cooperation Unit- 1ICU-
where she trained new soldiers, worked with military attaché's and performed classified
research.

Ortal spent two years on Jewish Agency's shlichut to Turin, Italy, where she taught Hebrew to
children and adults, organized cultural events, led the Jewish students’ organization, and ran
hadracha trainings.

When she returned to Israel, she earned a B.A. from the Hebrew University in Political Science
and Jewish History. During her studies, she was the Israeli representative of ECJS- European
Center for Jewish Students.

Later on she spent 3 years on another Jewish Agency's shlichut to Sydney, Australia. During her
shlichut she worked with kids and youth, ran lectures about Israel, taught at schools.
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Anna Ballin

| was born in the UK and made Aliya as a teenager. After working in high-tech for many years, |
have spent the last ten years working in the not-for-profit world in the areas of Jewish identity,
Jewish Peoplehood, and Jewish heritage. Having worked previously at Beit Hatfutsot, Museum
of the Jewish People, | currently work at Tzohar in donor relations and partnership development
with a focus on North America. Through my work at Tzohar - a Zionist, halachic organization at
the forefront of the fight for a more ethical, inclusive & inspiring Jewish Israel - | have
developed an appreciation of the complexities of the Israel Diaspora relationship and the
absolute necessity to build bridges and foster mutual understanding.

I hold a B.A. in Political Science and Sociology from Bar-1lan University and currently live with
my American born husband and three children in Modiin.
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Efrat Indig

| am an educator, a leader of educational development processes, team leader and a licensed tour
guide.

My expertise in the past twenty years is informal education. In that field, | have held a variety of
positions, such as content developer, guide, director and leader of educational teams, and planner
and implementer of organizational processes. All of those while using participatory methods and
leading from a trust-based approach.

In the years 2013-2015 | was a shlicha of the Jewish Agency to Habonim Dror youth movement
in the States. During the years before that, | have established and managed successfully an
independent business that developed content; among my clients were Israeli NGOs, IDF, and
private and public organizations. During the last three years, | have established and conducted
the educational center of Hashomer Hahadash NGO.
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| am a graduate of the the iCenter cohort program, graduate of Mandel program for youth
leadership, a licensed tour guide, and graduated B.A in Psychology. A mother to Gefen and
Kama, married to Nimrod. Lives on an Israeli Moshav, which was founded by my grandfather.
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Benjy Maor

Director of Israel-Diaspora Relations and Resource Development at the Leo Baeck Education
Center in Haifa. Benjy has been leading tikkun olam/social action projects since his days at his
temple youth group and URJ summer camps before he made aliyah to Israel. He was a founding
member of Kibbutz Lotan - the second Reform kibbutz in Israel and former director of Israel’s
Reform Youth Movement. Benjy worked in fundraising and education positions for HaMidrasha
at Oranim, First Home in the Homeland (absorbing new immigrants from the FSU on
Kibbutzim), TeLem (employment and study for immigrants from Ethiopia on Kibbutzim), Bina
Movement for Social Change (including the first Secular Yeshiva), the Jewish National Fund
Australia (Federal KKL Shaliach) and Beit Issie Shapiro (changing the lives of people with
disabilities). Today he leads the Leo Baeck Education Center effort’s to create partnerships
throughout the world that promote religious pluralism, social justice and shared society in Israel.
Benjy and his family are founding members of Masorti Yedid Nefesh synagogue in Hod
Hasharon.
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Gal Hahmon

Proud father to Kfir and Alon and married to Koren. B.A. in Jewish History and Middle Eastern
Studies. Works at the Yitzhak Rabin Center as the Head of Educational Leaders for the last 5
years. In charge of educating various age groups to values of democracy, tolerance and open
dialog within the Israeli society as well as research and study of the Israeli society. Served in the
IDF in various positions as an Adjutancy Officer. Today a Major in the reserve forces.
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Tuvia Chertok

Born in 1993, married to Eliana and father of Matan Oz. Grew up in the southern development
town of Yeruham and various cities in the U.S. He currently lives in a student community in
Lod. Following yeshiva high school in Yeruham, he attended a year of studying at the pre-
military program in Eli and served three years in the paratroopers. He worked with Jewish
American youth in summer camps in the U.S and in gap-years programs in Israel. He holds a
B.A in Government, Diplomacy and Strategy from the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya.
During his undergraduate years he coordinated an honors program which focuses on Israeli
diplomacy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He also interned in Act.IL, an organization that
promotes Israel's international image through social media. He was part of the founding team of
Israelis which provides post-army Israeli travelers with the tools needed to present Israel
positively while abroad. He currently works for the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs monitoring and
combating worldwide anti-Semitism.
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Tal Mansur

29 years old, grew up in the city of Haifa in northern Israel. Holds a B.A in Political science and
International Affairs from the Open University of Israel. Passionate about the subject of the
Jewish diaspora throughout history.

During high school Tal volunteered in the Haifa youth council, and in his senior year elected
chairman, which in that time he represented 14,000 teenagers in front of Haifa's decision makers
in the city hall. Graduated from "Nachshon — the Israeli mechina" in 2009. Enlisted to the
military police corps in the IDF, commanded and trained 4 classes of officer's trainings and was
a platoon commander in a military prison.

After discharge, worked in a date's plantation in "Hatzeva" in the south of Israel for 6 months.
Moved back to Haifa for a year to work as the deputy assistant to the CEO of "Tiltan" College in
Haifa for graphic design.

Then Tal moved to long island, NY, there he lived for 2 years as the Jewish Agency "lsrael
Fellow" to Stony Brook University Hillel. During that time Tal promoted the students he worked
with by community building and attracting pro-israeli organizations.

Today Tal is the manager of "the community house — Tveria 15" in Hadar neighborhood in Haifa
—a community center with culture events and activities in the topics of body-mind, knowledge,
arts and community.
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Talya Peled Keinan

Journalist and TV anchorwoman. Since 2004 Talya has worked in the communications field,
initially as a welfare reporter as well as in depth magazine reports and short documentaries for
Channel 10 News. She later became a presenter of investigative programs and varied magazine
programs, including 'Osot Heshbon', ‘HaKol Kalul’, the Morning Show and others. She is also a
seasoned director and creator of documentary films, most of which are socially oriented. Talya is
the winner of the 2014 Journalism Cell Award for her contribution to the feminist discourse in
Israel.

Talya served in the IDF as a psycho-technical diagnostician and, following her honorary
discharge, worked for several years as a recruitment and human resources manager for high-tech
companies and at Teva Pharmaceuticals.

A 2002 terrorist attack, in which Talya was involved together with her husband and young
daughter, changed the course of her life and led her to where she is today.

Currently she lives with her husband and two children in Tel-Aviv. She holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Political Science with an Extended minor in History from Tel Aviv University.
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Yoav Yaron

28 years old, grew up in Neve-Dekalim in Gush-Katif and then in Nitzan. In the past four years |
live in Jerusalem. During my IDF service | worked as battalion commander assistant in Givati
brigade. After finishing my IDF service | volunteer as a shaliach for JCC Interlaken camp in
Milwaukee Wisconsin. The summer following I returned as Israeli Educator. Graduate bachelor
degree from the department of Comparative Literature and Jewish Studies at Hebrew University.
Certified teacher from Kerem institute. After graduation | worked as a counselor in Onward
program for Young Judea. The last summer | worked as a field coordinator for Jerusalem groups
for the Israel Experience. Adding to that | often worked with Gush-Katif Heritage Center as a
guide in the visitor center and as a speaker for different groups. | participate as a staff in a
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program with Katif Center, Rabin Center and Derech Banki for developing conversation
techniques about conflicted topics for High School students. Now days | work at JAFI as a
Logistic Coordinator for the screening and training process of the Shlichim.
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Yaniv Rosenberg

Yaniv Rosenberg was born in Ramat Gan, Israel, in 1978.

Following his military service in the IDF (Israel Defense Forces) Intelligence Corps Research
Division, Yaniv was chosen as a representative of the Jewish Agency in the Jewish community
of Memphis, Tennessee. A year later, he worked as an instructor at both the Maccabi youth
movement and the Young Judaeah summer camps in London, UK. These missions, together with
the experiences he had as a camper in the United States, are among the triggers that motivated
Yaniv to engage, explore and take an interest in Jewish communities around the world, and their
relationship with Israel.

Rosenberg graduated with a bachelor's degree in government and diplomacy from the IDC
Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya. During his studies, he began working at Yedioth Books
Publishing, and later became the spokesman of Keter Books Publishing, where he promoted
hundreds of books a year. Among the authors he represented were reputable writers such as
Amos Oz, Aharon Appelfeld, Mira Magen, Ilan Sheinfeld and others. In 2007, Yaniv joined the
public relations firm Rimon-Cohen-Shinkman, where he managed the public-economic
department and advised many corporations and organizations such as Hadassah College, Yes
Television (D.B.S. Satellite Services), Hakol Hinuch, Netafim, Hadera Paper and more. In 2012,
together with his partner, Rosenberg established Cogan Rosenberg Communications- CRPR, a
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communications consulting and crisis management office. The firm's clients include the
Jerusalem Post Group, Reut Institute, Nefesh B’Nefesh, Mosaic United, Momentum, and other
organizations and events that specialize in Israel-United States relations.

Yaniv lives in Tel Aviv, Israel, and is married with two children.

L ]
oy nIgniva

RupErMAN

959239 INIY

TN MIMVINL PYNRD ININ DY .THTIND TIPNN NIIYN INA .NYIIND AN M) 1979 ;97202 T
MNON NVIVIDNINI MIN

NINMNIN NPNINDIA NI2NA I NINY IRINND MN NNVIND 1D DNV INDNI NYMA YNPOY
255 ©OnY

M2P’A D501 INA,NNNN NVIDININA (NDPNPA D1NIAN DOXVITIVD) P’IAIND VP XNINNYN
NN
JPNANN NN DRI NIV

Israel Weinberger

| was born in Bnei Brak in 1979. Married and the father of 4.

| was raised in the ultra-orthodox community.

Graduated with a B.A. in Humanities, from the Open University of Israel, specializing in
History.

Worked as a manufacturer and trader of diamonds. In addition, I also worked in an international
company that manufactured heart implants and | was responsible for product release there.

In the army reserve served in the military Rabbinate. Studied at "Kolot" and "Bina™ and also
volunteered in student social projects for the Open University.
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Mor Catran

29 years old, born and raised in Kibbutz Netzer Sereni. Mor Catran is currently the International
Partnerships and Funds Director at "Aharai!” organization. Prior to this Mor held a position as
Business Development and Community Manager at the Taglit (Birthright) Innovation Center. In
the past, Mor served as a Jewish Agency and Hillel International emissary to University of
Chicago. Mor earned a BA in International Relations and Political Science from the Hebrew
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University, during which she held a student position at the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Mor served in a classified position in the 8200 IDF Intelligence unit.
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Michal Vizan

Director of International Organizations in the International Affairs Department at the Ministry of
Communications.

Michal is responsible for the Ministry of Communications' international relations with the
international and regional organizations in the field of telecommunications (the International
Telecommunications Union, Universal Postal Union, Internet related Organizations), and works
extensively with Ministries and Regulator Authorities around the world, with the European
Commission and Embassies in Israel and overseas.

In addition, responsible for hosting international delegations in Israel and consulting the Minister
and the Director General.

Prior to that, she worked in the political field as a Manager at electoral campaign — 2 Knesset
elections and municipal elections.

Worked with former MK Zehava Galon on a several projects and as Parliamentary advisor to
former MK Ronit Tirosh.

Graduated with a Master, Cum Laude, in Government with specialization at Policy and Public
Administration from the IDC, and have a Bachelor degree in Science, with Honors, in Social
Sciences with specialization at Political Science and International Relations from the Open
University.

Lives in Beit Yitzchak, Emek Hefer.
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Michal Reshef

A journalist, 34 years-old, born in Herzliya. Currently living in Amminadav, with her husband
and 2-year-old daughter. Michal holds a B.A. degree in communication from the Inter-
Disciplinary Center (IDC), and did a program in American history studies at Tel Aviv
University. Now working as an international news correspondent at the IPBC (Israeli Public
Broadcasting Corporation) "KAN", Michal also anchors programs and special news broadcasts.
Her professional carrier first began at "Walla News", the largest news website in Israel, where
she worked as an editor and later became an education reporter and a news anchor.

In 2016 Michal covered the US elections and now follows the 2020 elections closely and
American politics in general, as well as major news events from around the world. For example,
this year she flew to Vietnam to cover the summit between President Donald Trump and
Chairman Kim Jong Un. During the summit, president trump gave his analysis of the political
situation in Israel as a response to her question.
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Myriam Shermer
Myriam was born in Jerusalem in 1984, and raised in Paris. At 25, she moved back to Israel as a
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"returning minor". Today, she's married to Erez, mother to Zohar and Hillel, and lives in Ramat
Hasharon.

Holding a BA and MA in Film Studies, as well as a BA in Psychology from the Sorbonne Paris,
she joined the media industry upon her return to Israel and became a journalist in the French-
speaking press. She worked in the French Edition of the Jerusalem Post, first as a reporter, then
as an Editor and Editor-in-Chief, while also working as a columnist and a regular guest for other
media, such as 124 and The Times of Israel. In 2014, she enrolled in the Identity and Public
Policy program at the Jewish Statesmanship Center. Following that, she joined the Israel
Exprience, as a director of French-Speaking programs for Masa and Taglit students.

Today, she speaks and facilitates workshops on Jewish education, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and values clarification.
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Noam Gal Yam

Born in 1982, | grew up in kibbutz Eilot and in my high school years studied and lived at the
boarding school of "Ha'Shomer Ha'Tzair" in kibbutz Ein Hashofet. At 17 | was a Shlicha by the
Jewish agency in a summer camp at the Atlanta JCC. | volunteered for a Service year in
"Ha'Shomer Ha'Tzair" youth movement, and the served 2 years in the army at the "Karkal™ unit.
At the end of my service | moved to kibbutz Peleh there I've worked with youth from Ethiopia.
Later on worked for 8 years at the "Ha'Shomer Ha'Tzair" youth movement in variety Roles of
education, guiding, building and leading educational programs.

Graduate B.A in Jewish history in the University of Haifa and History teaching certificate from
Oranim. In addition, 1 hold an expedition Poland guide certificate. At the last 8 years I'm
working as a teacher at Manor Cabri junior high school, end also guiding youth groups at Poland.
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| leave today as member in kibbutz Peleh which is a unique kibbutz of small groups, married to
Gil and mother to Matan, Zohar and Ziv. | have decided to study history M.A in a new and
unknown but very interesting direction.
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Oz Hershler

Colonel (Retired) Oz Hershler has held many key assignments during his years of service with
the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). These include positions in the areas of Security and in
Intelligence.

Oz Hershler is now an educator at - Kadoori High School in the lower Galilee. In a special
program for young Jewish student that come from all world.

He holds master's degree from Israeli university.

lives in Kfar Tavor with wife 2 kids, dog and rabbit.
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Tzophiya Katz

29 years pold, born in Rehovot to American parents who both made Aliyah with their families.

When she was 4 her family went on Shlichut for 5 years in the Jewish Community of Memphis,
TN in the US. While on shlichut Tzophiya spent five summers at Jewish summer camps and in

200 9/10 went back as staff.
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Tzophiya just returned from two years serving as the Jewish Agency Shlicha for Betar in
Melbourne, Australia. As part of her Shlichut she also took care of the Aliyah processing in
Australia. Prior to her Shlichut she served as Head of International Programs at Ariel University.
Before that Tzophiya worked as a Youth coordinator in Gezer Local County.

Tzophiya was previously with her partner on his first shlichut as a Hillel emissary at Temple
University in Philadelphia. While there she worked for JerusalemU which is a Pro Israel Zionist
Hasbara organization.

During her national service she was a Komonarit of the Bnei Akiva movement in moshav
Mehola in the Jordan Valley. In addition she was a Madricha for the Australian and South
African Bnei Akiva Gap year.

Tzophiya has a B.A in Political Science from Bar llan University and is also a certified Mediator
from Hebrew University.

Tzophiya is married and a mother of one.

“1n93 XYY 1IN

YNNYY 2004 2 .72 921 ,919930 RNINX) NITY NIRIVI PNNNN 90X DOYINTN AWINI NIINNND L35 N2

= NP TNNN 3 TIYD OINRY TUNNA 27NN MITHY DY OOY 191N DXNNN OWY 27NN NP MINN2 MNHwd
TN NMNDION MNTIY .DMINN MNY MNP dNIITN DNIVN Y TUNI ,IND .NPION DT NTHPA
NTYOIN,DPI .90 YN MAMY LRI DY THIRINKI , DN VID NVIVVLN -1THN DYIPY MMV
DONNYNY MIATIND NM’IN NI DY MHXRINK MNIN ONTIAY NN DN NPIDIN NPONN WIND I0IVA
PN THPROPN MATINND YIT DOV TPHY NN

Tzofia Shapira

Married to Dror and a proud mother to Karmel, Yuval and Yarden. In 2004 | served as a shlicha
for a summer camp in the United States and since then | have been involved with the Jewish
communities across the Diaspora. Over the years | worked at three summer camps in Canada and
South Africa. In the last 15 years | have been working in the field of education and tourism
guiding various types of Jewish groups from schools, synagogues, youth groups and more.

In addition | was the education coordinator of the Yokneam-Megiddo Partnership with Atlanta
and St. Louis, and was responsible for the educational cooperation between the communities on
both sides. As of today | am currently the manager of the content and programs of the Overseas
Department in HaShomer HaChadash. Responsible for building projects for volunteers from
around the world that participate in educational agricultural volunteering in Israel.
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Tzhaci Sabag

32, married to Oshrat and father to Alma. I live in Kiryat Tivon and work as an educator and
history teacher at the "Western Valley" high school in Kibbutz Yifat (Jezreel Valley). | am a
graduate of the "Hotam™" program for social-educational leadership which works to promote
equal opportunities in education. The program was established under a joint initiative of the
Ministry of Education, Joint Israel, Naomi Foundation and is a member of the World Teach For
All network. I also serve as a mentor in the TALMA Program, The National Program for
Excellence in English, which works to improve students’ confidence and knowledge of the
English language. As part of the program, approximately 200 teachers from around the world
and mainly from the United States come to Israel each year to teach English across the country.
As a mentor, | am responsible for mediating the cultural gaps, enhancing the professional-
educational aspects of the program and especially strengthening their relationship with Israeli
society in various ways.

Graduated BA in History of the Middle East and the State of Israel from Ben Gurion University
of the Negev. Holds a teaching certificate in history from Levinsky College.
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Rakefet Sela

I live in Gilon, a small village in the lower Galilee and work in RAFAEL Advanced Defense
Systems, Ltd. | am in charge of marketing communication and public relations. | studied in
Haifa University and completed a BA in Sociology & Anthropology and an MA in Sociology.
My thesis analyzes and compares employment opportunities of Immigrants Jewish Women in
Israel and the US during the end of 19" century.

| also volunteer as personal coacher and documents holocaust survivors' biographies. | see social
contribution as a meaningful way to create personal and community change.

During various periods I lived in the US and learned about the close relation between Israel and
the US in general and the Jewish community in particular. The close ties are in constant change,
but their importance never diminishes. The Ruderman program is a winning combination for me
that unite my love for history and Israel studies with my great interest in Jewish American
history. 1 hope to increase my knowledge and understanding, in order to contribute to closer ties
between Israel and the American Jewish communities.
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Shuli Schwartz

From Jerusalem, holds a BA in Israel studies and Archaeology and a teaching certificate for pre-
school and kindergarten. Worked for years in Bnei Akiva in Israel with his school kids. Went on
Shlichut to Amsterdam, Netherlands. Working with YP and students. Connecting them to their
Jewish and Zionist identity.

It the past few years I've been the educational director for Israel free spirit a birthright provider
coordinating all educational aspects in the trip.

Today | am writing programs and educational content for Israel free spirit and teaching at a girls'
seminar for pre and post army programs.



