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Avi Farkash

Born in 1986, | grew up in Shoham. From a young age | was active in the town's youth
movement and was involved in founding of the local "Bnei Akiva Galil". In high school |
learned in "Midrashiat Noam" in Pardes- Hanna. After high school | went to study pre-
military studies in "Yeshivat Hagolan" in the Golan heights. In my military service | served
as a researcher and officer in the intelligence core. | was discharged in the rank of lieutenant.
After | was discharged | was sent by the "Jewish Agency" to volunteer in Riverdale ,NY. In
my role there, | served as a youth coordinator for the Jewish community of "Young Israel"
and as an emissary teacher at the Jewish daily school "SAR ACADEMY". After returning to
Israel, | began my law studies at the "Sha'arei Mishpat college”, and at the same time
managed a team of 20 students that gave extra studies for kids in high schools. After that |
worked as a lawyer in the "Harel Insurance Company" and today | work as a lawyer in a law
firm that deals with labor law and insurance in Tel- Aviv. | also work as a volunteer in a
human rights organization that supports refugees from countries suffering from blood
conflicts, and escort Jewish youth from the Diaspora who come to study in Israel after high
school. My hobbies include fine literature, movies and basketball.
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Aviv Mendelman

Twenty six years old, originally from Kfar Bialik, currently lives in Tel Aviv.

BA degree in sociology anthropology and management from Ben Gurion University of the
Negev.

Working as a Spanish speaking lone solder advisor at Nefesh B’nefesh, helping young Olim
with their army drafting process and supporting solders during their service.
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In the past | worked as a fundraiser for Generations of Israel-which dedicates and strengthens
the relationship between young Israelis and Jewish communities in the diaspora.
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Ori Kraushar

Married to Michal and live in Tekoa. | work as the historian in the JDC archive in Jerusalem.
I have a B.A on Israel and Archeological study from Bar-llan University and | am finishing
my M.A at Bar-llan. | took the guiding course at the Ben-Zvi institute in Jerusalem. In the
past, | worked as a guide's coordinator for several places and in addition researched heritage
sites. As part of this activity, | wrote a police paper about Heritage sites in Israel. This paper
was publish by Kohelet Forum and sent to policymakers in Israel. In addition, | also took part
on a research workshop about tourism in Jerusalem. In the army, I served in the Border Police
History unit.
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Itai Karin

53 years old, married to Einat. We have four children: Roni (24), Yair (22), Shira (19) and
Dana (15).

I recently completed 4 years as a school leader of YEDA elementary school in Israel. A
school which was established by the spirit of the American KIPP charter schools.

Our vision was that if we help children under risk develop their academic and character skills
that they need for college and choice-filled lives. Then they will be able to build a better
tomorrow for themselves, for their communities, and for the general public.

Previously | served in the IDF (Israeli defense forces) for 27 years, most of them in the Air
Force command positions. In my last post, | served as commander of the Michve Alon base of
the Education and Youth Corps. The base offers Hebrew courses and conversion instruction
for new immigrants, opportunities for soldiers to complete their education during their army
service, and special courses for soldiers with emotional difficulties. Before that, | served in
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the Air Force as commander of a flight squadron, head instructor at the IAF Flight School,
and assistant air attach in the U.S.

I was a fellow in the Mandel School for Educational Leadership in Jerusalem, have a MA at
Oranim Academic College, specializing in teaching marginalized youth, and have a BA in
economics and administration from the University of Haifa.
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Osnat Alef

Osnat was born and raised in Jerusalem. Served as a commander in the IDF, and recived
Certificate of Excellence for her service. She has a B.A in Islam and Middle East studies, and
now studying for her B.Ed in the Hebrew University. Osnat has been working as a tour guide
for three years now, mostly with Birthright groups and youth. Guiding has always been an
important part of her life, starting with youth movments, military service, diversed
volunteering frameworks and nowdays. She finds this field eye-opening, and one that
encourages varied perspectives, and exposure to new notions.
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Efi Mazor

31 years old, grew up in Beit Shean and still living there, Efi is a community and social
activist in the town. In the army, Efi was a combat officer of Golani unit at the rank of captain
and following his conduct in battle during the Second Lebanon War, Efi had received a
citation from the division commander. After his release, Efi went to academic learning at
Emek Yizrael College and he has a B.A. in Economics and Management. Efi was exposed to
the American-Jewish world when he managed for two years the ‘Masa' program for English
teaching fellows in Beit Shean. During this program, Efi met his life partner, Emma.
Following the connection, Emma made Aliya to Israel from Rochester, New York and they
are living together in Beit Shean. Currently, Efi is the project manager of P2G Beit Shean —
Valley of Springs — Cleveland under JAFI and is very active in strengthening the connections
between the people of Beit Shean and the Valley of Springs and the Jewish community in
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Cleveland. Efi manage the various Cleveland Jewish Federation investments in the region
under many various projects and acts to promote initiatives to strengthen the periphery as well
as the Jewish identity of visitors and delegations arriving from Cleveland to Israel.
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Boyanna Grubeshich

Boyanna Originally from Bosnia and Hercegovina and currently lives in Tel Aviv. At age of
11 she moved to Israel due to the civil war in ex-Yugoslavia. For the past 10 years, she

has been involved in community mobilizing and development. During this period she

has initiated and implemented numerous programs addressing issues of identity, peoplehood,
belonging, and self- determination. She has guided grassroots projects that reinforce
individual leadership and self-sustainable community-building, underscored by a strong sense
of change and civil activism. Boyanna is a Director of Operations and Project Development at
Yahel Israel Service Learning Org. Boyanna holds a BA in Jewish philosophy and
Multidisciplinary Art Program from Tel Aviv Uni.
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Gal Rice

28 years old, born and raised in the city of Kiryat Gat in the south of Israel. Today | am
working as a coordinator in a youth movement-"Tzofim". | am leading groups of 18 years old
teenagers who decided to pros pond their army service in a year and volunteered for a whole
year on Israel geography and social periphery in a diverse communities. From Aug 2015 till
Aug 2016, | served as a community Shlicha (emissary) at the Jewish Federation of Greater
Philadelphia. My Job there was to deliver an informal education, to strengthen Jewish identity
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and connection to Israel in the community. | also served during the year as the director of the
Israeli Scouts, Philadelphia chapter, and worked with the Israeli community in Philadelphia.
I have completed my B.A at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in International Affairs and
Education. While doing that, I've worked for the Jewish Agency head office in Jerusalem, and
as a coordinator of Leadership youth Program named "Hanivharim". | have also participated
in a varies volunteering activities such as; StandWithUs Fellowship, one of Israel's most
prestigious leadership program; an intern in a non-profit organization that helps new
immigrants with their Aliyah soon as they get to Israel and settle down. Before that during
the years of 2007-2009 | served as a commander at the Navy's training camp. Right after the
army | volunteered at the Jewish Community center for 2 summers in the city of Chicago as
an Israeli culture leader.
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Doron Perez

Doron was born and raised in Johannesburg, South Africa, and made aliya at the age of 18.
He studied for 10 years in some of Israel's leading yeshivot, culminating in rabbinic
ordination and a Bachelor of Education degree in Jewish Studies, Education and Jewish
Philosophy. He served in the Israel Defense Forces in the Hesder army program. Doron
returned to South Africa and served the South African Jewish community for 15 years in
multiple leadership roles, as Executive Director of the Mizrachi SA movement, the Senior
Rabbi of the Mizrachi Shul, and Head of the Yeshiva College school, the first and largest
religious Jewish school in Southern Africa. He returned with his wife Shelley and their four
children in the summer of 2014 to assume a position which he currently holds as the Chief
Executive of the Mizrachi World Movement, and he resides in Yad Binyamin.
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Daniel Weiss

Married to Danielle, and father to Noam and Kerem. We live on the moshav of Tzafaria.
While serving as an army officer, was a member of an army public relations delegation to
New York, where | first realized the importance of the ties with American Jewish
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community. After my discharge, | worked for Taglit, where | spend time with Jewish
American youth, which exposed me to the conflicts and challenges they face in regard to their
Jewish and national identity. As a student, | held the position of vice president of the Fox
organization for Givati brigade veterans and | managed a business of supplying sukkot and
related services in New York during the High Holidays. Following the intriguing meetings
with peers and customers | decided to delve into the dilemmas faced by American Jewry, by
joining a Tikva Fund seminar in 2014, which dealt in depth with the sense of belonging and
identity questions faced by the American Jewish community.

Law and International relations graduate (BA) and alumni of Argov program for leadership
and diplomacy.
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Dikla (Nahmias) Zehavi

Dikla is a guide and a group instructor at The Yitzchak Rabin Center. She leads tours and
workshops about current affairs, such as splits in the Israeli society, leadership and racism. In
addition she leads workshops and lectures to senior personal in the Israeli defense force, to
schools and university students studying education.

Before joining The Rabin Centre, Dikla led tours and workshops in the Knesset and the
Supreme Court on behalf of the The Educational Centers for Democracy and Civics as part of
a special project led by the education ministry.

Dikla has vast experience in the communication field and was a magazine reporter and
researcher, she also served as a floor manager and photographer in a television studio in
Jerusalem.

Dikla has a degree in cinematography and television from the Hadassah College (where she
was also head of the students union), and a first degree in governance and society from the
Academic College Tel-Aviv Jaffa.

Dikla served in the IDF as a section and unit commander of women recruits (discharged a
first lieutenant) and is married with two children.
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Hillel Van-Leeuwen

Resident of Ofra. Born in Chicago in 1971, | convinced my parents to make aliya before my
first birthday. 1 grew up in Jerusalem and then in Kiryat Arba, and did my army service with
the paratroopers. | spent 11 years studying in various Yeshivot (during which | was ordained
as Rabbi by Israel's Chief Rabbinate). I'm a certified teacher and I hold degrees in biblical
studies, oral law and educational counseling. I'm a graduate of the "Amiel" institute for
shlichim, and | later ran their educational program for 2 years. | have over 20 years of
experience in both formal and informal education, in Israel and abroad. | spent 2 years as a
high school student in Detroit and later 3 years as a shaliach of the Jewish Agency in Toronto.
Upon my return to Israel | founded and ran, for a decade, a "gap year" program for overseas
girls. I currently work as educational director for the Mizrachi World Movement, and during
my spare time | lecture at different venues on an array of topics in Judaism. My hobbies
include hiking, photography and guiding tours. I'm married to Odeya, and together we have
six children.
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Vered Karasenty

Born in 1988, raised in Moshav Tomer. Growing up, Vered counseled youth at the "Haihud
Hachaklai" youth movement. In 2007 Vered joined the IDF and served as an Officer (1%
lieutenant), at the Tzanchanim battalion. Vered studied at The Academy for social Leadership
of Ein Prat. In 2013 Vered was the Israeli emissary at the Jewish community of Peoria
Illinois, on behalf of the Jewish Agency. During that year, Vered learned about Jewish life in
America, initiated various Israel-wised projects and taught a course about Israel at Bradly
University. In 2016 Vered earned her bachelor's degree in Education, Sociology and
Anthropology at the Hebrew university. Vered participated at the Tnufa program at HUC,
Beit Midrash for social activists. Nowadays, Vered lives in Jerusalem, lectures about the
Israeli society in various platforms and starting off as an intern specializing in Resource
Development and Fundraising. Vered is a board member at the Jerusalem Village, a
nonprofit organization that focuses on young newcomers - immigrants and visitors in their
20’s and 30’s — who want to feel at home in Jerusalem.
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Ziv Maor, Adv.

Currently CEO of Israel's Media Watch, a nonprofit that advocates for deregulation of Israel's
media, in order to promote competition and free speech, thus to increase the professional level
of Israeli media. Prior to that | worked as a public policy researcher in Kohelet Policy Forum,
focusing mainly on culture related government policies. | issued a thorough research about
government film funding policies, and nominated to man Israeli Film Board, a statutory
committee that is in charge of distributing film funds. Further back | was spokesman of the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel, Parliamentary Assistant in the Knesset and editor and wall-street
correspondent for TheMarker.co.il.

I have a BA in Management and Political Science from the Open University of Israel, and an
LLb from Shaarei Mishpat College. During my legal studies I researched cases of American
presidents disobeying Supreme Court's rulings in the 19™ century. | am married, father of
four, and sing in an acapella singing group.
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Yuval Nemirovsky

Yuval was born and raised in the small Jewish community of Lima, Peru. After being active
for many years as a leader in a Zionist youth movement, he made Aliyah in 2004. He served
in a Special Forces unit of the IDF and has a B.A in International relations and Latin
American Studies of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Yuval worked for the World
Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ), being responsible for Jewish communities in Latin
America and Europe. Yuval and his wife, Inna, served for three years as Jewish Agency and
WUPJ shlichim (emissaries) in Sydney, Australia .Yuval is currently the European and North
American Desk director of the youth movement Hanoar Hatzioni. Inna and Yuval are active
in liberal and pluralistic Jewish education and live in Afula, Israel.
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Maya Fintz

28 years old, married to Matan, born and raised in Haifa. I am an alumnus of the "Hebrew
Reali School" in Haifa. | have always been participating in social activities such as being a
member of the student council and a guide in the Scouts for special needs people. Also, | was
chosen to participate in a few delegations abroad.

Before my recruitment to the IDF | did a gap year in a "Mechina" for Zionist leadership
"Ami-Chai" that belongs to the "Avi-Chai" foundation.

I was recruited to the field intelligent division as an Observer at the northern Israeli border.

I also served as a commander of an operational war room and a commander in chief of a
commanders' course.

I have a BA in Jewish thoughts from Haifa University and a MA degree in Public policy from
Tel Aviv University.

In my past | worked for "Hillel Israel" as a Coordinator at the Haifa University.

Today | work at the "Haifa Boston Connection™ as a missions and projects coordinator where
I am in charge of the "Living Bridges" committee and also the "Young Leadership".
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Moshe Jacobs

Born 1988, currently living in Tel Aviv and married to Hilla.

One year of national service volunteering at "Kfar Etzion" field school as a Tour and Hiking
Guide.

Full Military service in Golani brigade, combat soldier, commander, EMT and a Platoon's
logistical officer.

B.A. History, Open University. Licensed Tour Guide through "Yad Ben Tzvi" and Birthright
Institute, specialization in Jewish education.

specialization in Bible guiding in Israel Via Ministry of Tourism.

Jewish educator: As an experienced Tour Educator, | have led many educational trips, as
Birthright Israel and Jewish day school trips throughout the country.

Madrich (counselor) and board member in Shachar NPO, pre-army educational programs for
post high school kids.
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Noya Govrin

I was born in Israel and live in Har Adar with her partner and three children. For the last 16
years, | have worked with immigrants of North America to Israel in many different facets. For
three years | was a Jewish Agency emissary in New York. During my time with the Jewish
Agency, | was exposed for the first time to the fascinating world and the special connection
between the American Jewish community and the State of Israel.

For 13 years | have been working for Nefesh B'Nefesh, a non-profit organization that aims to
revitalize immigration to Israel from the United States and Canada.

Since 2012 | have been running the Lone Soldier Program of Nefesh B'Nefesh and the FIDF,
which aims to support young Israeli immigrants who have chosen to serve in the IDF.

I hold a BA in Social Work from the Hebrew University.

I chose to join the Ruderman Program for American Jewish Studies at the University of Haifa
in order to deepen my knowledge about the Jewish community in North America and the
special relationship with the State of Israel.
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Savion Medaleion

The Spokesperson for Eli Groner, the Director General of the Prime Minister's Office and the
Head of the Economic and Social Council.

Savion has held various positions in the field of political media, including: Spokesperson for
Yoav Gallant, the Minister of Construction and Housing; spokesperson for Israel's Permanent
Mission to the United Nations and Ambassador Ron Prosor; spokesperson for the Israeli
Labor Party and Shelly Yachimovich, former Leader of the Opposition; and assistant to the
spokesperson in the Ministry of Immigration and Absorption. In addition, she held different
positions in the press and in broadcast media.
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Before working in political media, she spent a year in New Orleans, USA, as a Jewish
Agency emissary. Savion is a graduate of the Bronfman Fellowship program, which explores
Jewish-Israeli identity.

She has a Bachelor's degree in Communications and History studies from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. She currently resides in Tel Aviv.
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Stav Shahaf

I am a tour guide and an educator, born and raised in Givataim. After my military service in
the education core, | have left the nest of the familiar land of Israel to different places around
the world. The farther | got, the sweeter was the return back home. Upon my return | have
moved between Jerusalem and Be'er Sheva until | found home in the city of Tel Aviv.

When | completed my tour guide studies | have worked in several educational tourism
programs, focusing on the North American Jewish communities. The love both for my
profession and the target audience have only gone deeper since | started working. Thus |
chose to study a BA in the land of Israel studies and my next step is the Ruderman program
for American Jewish studies, which | will start in the next Autumn.

250n2 7T My

HW 93777 01010 ,°"RY NDIDIT NUAIAN NN DN DR NPMIA I CWwR NRPAna 290180 NY1IN2 N7
191,"Onward Israel” 2°v17T00 P390 NPRR0 MY AT DYVIINA CNTaY 10 0107 " nwp vh RO
"7%2 90w nama 291 SNHYHNT LITVIRT INK DX NP PN

MIR1PN2 D°P0Y 231 NIV PWRD RN NN M7 72 oy 2°910 13T DTN NHY3A PIN
PTITT MADI0T QvLA 07NV 2PRWR NN TNV 0P CIOwY mIWE 13 12 N0NIR —Mm

Anat Milrad Breslav

I am currently the Educational Tourism manager for the Israeli Scouts. My main project is
"Chetz V’Keshet", which is a one month summer program that brings participants from all
over the world to Israel in order to show them the culture, heritage, and language of Israel as
they tour the country. In 2016, | worked at "'Young Judaea" as the Student Program Manager
for "Onward Israel”, and previous to this in 2014, | operated tours as well as built the official
website for “Shvil Ba’Tzad”. I'm a certified tour guide on behalf of the Mistry of Education,
and graduated with honors from my first degree in Tourism and Hospitality Management
(B.A) at "Ben-Gurion" University of Be'er-Sheva. Earlier this year | also graduated from a
course for prospective "shlichim" in the Jewish agency for Israel.
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Kobby Barda

Born 1974, Married to Michal and father to Ronny (10), Jonathan (5) & Gili (3)

BA- Political Science & society, MTA.

His professional achievements includes the following:

The owner of Bar-Dea Marketing Strategy Ltd.

Among others served in roles of:

Spokesperson for the Minister of Social Affairs and MKs.; Netanya Municipality
spokesperson; Tel Aviv municipality Deputy Spokesperson; Spokesperson for IPFL (Israeli
Professional Football Leagues), Hapoel Tel-Aviv F.C ,Maccabi Netanya F.C and more.

A blogger — "Snippets" - Politics and Society related.

An advocate for the israeli-american Jewish relationship which included training in

Camps Tel-Yehuda (of the "Hadassah" movement) and OSRUI (of the Reform Movement).
An education tour on behalf of the State Department, for of the 2004 elections and more.
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Keren Kabiry

44 years old, married to Erez and a mother to two adorable boys: Orr (10) and Yahali (6).

I am a graduate of the University of Haifa, with M.A. in Public Administration and B.A in
Educational Management and English.

I am the Executive Director of the Friends Association of Bnai Zion Medical Center located
in Haifa for over 14 years.

As part of my work, | am responsible for the fundraising in Israel and abroad, identifying,
developing and allocating gifts from governmental offices, family foundations, corporate and
private donors for the development of the hospital, purchasing advanced medical equipment,
research, scholarship etc.

I am also engaged with developing corporate giving in Israel as part of promoting health
issues in our local community.
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Tamar Sorek

Director of Educational Programs Development at The International School for Jewish
Peoplehood Studies, Beit Hatfutsot.

Has a M.Sc. Organizational Management and Consulting, Tel Aviv University.

With vast experience as a counselor in informal educational settings, Tamar has directed an
afternoon center for youth at risk and worked with Jewish youth from abroad. She is a
graduate of the Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality’s internship program for Urban Innovation in
association with the Social Lab@Mazeh 9.



